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Contract talks start; faculty not happy 


Demand package provisions may include staff dress code, increase in current faculty workload 


By PARRY R. HEADRICK 
Observer Features Editor 


he Massachusetts Community Col 

lege Council (MCCC) is unhappy 

with the college presidents’ demand 
package, presented at a recent negotiating 
session. 

Included in the package are several pro- 
posals ranging from a 30 percent increase in 
faculty’s instructional workload to the pos- 
sible implementation of a staff dress code. 

John Osborne, professor, department of 
natural science, said there wasn’t much cause 
to be happy with the proposal. 

Factory mentality: “One faculty member 
called me and said that he did like one part of 
it: the dress code. And he just wanted to make 
sure they (administration) provide the over- 
alls and the cleaning for them,” he said. 

NECC President John R. Dimitry said he 
had no interest in discussing the specifics of 
the demand package; however, he did say that 
many of the MCCC demands cannot realisti- 
cally be met. 

“They tend to ask for things that they 
know they’re never going to get. It’s a form 
of gamesmanship,” he said. 

Dimitry, who is not a member of the 
bargaining committee, said news releases 
aren’t going to settle anything substantial in 
the contract. He said somewhere along the 
line, contract disputes will be settled at the 
bargaining table. 

Mum’s the word: “That’s why I never 


share the union’s demands with anybody,” he 
said. “I think everybody does want improve- 
ments in the new contract, but at this stage, 
and believe me, I’m really quite candid about 
almost anything, but I’m just not going to get 
into either side’s demands.” 

Dimitry said the bargaining process is not 
an easy task. 

“You know the contract itself is about 120 
pages long. It’s not just a personnel hand- 
book, it talks about curriculum, it talks about 
class size, it talks about wages and academic 
freedom, it talks about affirmative action. It’s 
really the single most important policy book 
this institution has. And of course it applies 
uniformly with all 15 community colleges,” 
he said. 

Osborne said community college presi- 
dents may have hidden agendas. 

Big heads: “This whole thing may be part 
of the enormous ego trips,” he said. “If you 
look at the university presidents, you’ll see 
they have not changed their direction, be- 
coming extreme. Only the community col- 
lege presidents are taking extreme steps.” 

Dimitry said he looks forward to the col- 
lective bargaining teams getting to the deci- 
sion- making process and working out some- 
thing they can agree to. 

Other items included in management’s 
package delivered recently to the MCCC 
consist of the academic calender, instruc- 
tional workload, faculty evaluations, benefits, 
grievance rights, dismissal, appointment and 
vacancies, and incremental cost items. 


Cancer claims Zappa 


Prolific composer revolutionized music world 


By ERIC LUNDIN 
Observer Editor 


( ; omposer Frank Zappa has checked 
into his final hotel. After turning 
every subsystem of the music indus- 

try on its head, Zappa succumbed to one 

obstacle he couldn’t defeat with intelligence 
or sarcastic wit: prostate cancer. 

No longer will the alchemist sculpt his 
venomous porridge of sonic mutilations, send- 
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Truly missed 
FRANK ZAPPA, dead at 52. 


File photo 


ing music critics into apoplexy. His Gibson 
SG will never again sing the haunting tune of 
a man obsessed with a love for creating art. 

Zappa died at age 52 on Saturday, Dec. 4 
and was buried in a private ceremony in Los 
Angeles. His wife, Gail, and children Dweezil, 
24, Ahmet, 19, Moon Unit, 26, and Diva, 14 
were at home with him when he died. 

Proto-minimalism: Throughout his 28- 
year career, Zappa pioneered unchartered 
terrains of experimental music, mixing rock 
with the abstract. Incorporating the stylings 
of contemporary classical music, jazz, rock 
and 50s doo-wop throughout 50-plus album 
releases, Zappa brought a breath of fresh air 
to many bored with a stagnant entertainment 
industry. 

Zappa was often lambasted by critics who 
insisted his style of comedy-rock had “no 
commercial potential.” While his use of hu- 
mor, spiced generously with vulgarity, often 
got him into trouble with conservative groups 
like the Parents Music Resource Center, Zappa 
remained a key figurehead in the battle against 
censors, defending the use of explicit lyrics 
and subject matters. 

He was born in Baltimore on Dec. 21, 
1940. By the age of 12, Zappa had targeted 
music as his main interest and told his father 


that he was “going to make a million dollars.” . 


One year later, after perusing through a 
copy of Look magazine, Zappa discovered an 
ad for a record dealer’s obscure collection 
that included Ionisation, The Complete Works 
of Edgar Varése Volume One. Completely 
enthralled at the intensity and noise of con- 
temporary music, he went on to collect works 


of Igor Stravinsky and Anton Webern. It was 
through these influences that Zappa built the 
foundation for his own compositions. 

Outside now: After high school, Zappa 
was commissioned by his former English 
teacher to write the soundtrack for a western 
film called Run Home Slow (starring Mercedes 
McCambridge). With the money from this 
venture, he bought a new guitar and took 
over the lease of a small recording studio he 
named Studio Z. 

Out of money and literally starving to 
death, Zappa found himself joining a variety 
of different bands (The Soots, The Sinners 
and Saints, The Soul Giants) that kept split- 
ting up. But on Mother’s Day, 1964, Zappa 
formed The Mothers (later changed to the 
Mothers of Invention to avoid hassles from 
MGM executives) and his journey into the 
world of music began. 

The Mothers of Invention, consisting of 
Ray Collins, Roy Estrada, Jimmy Carl Black 
and Elliot Ingber released its first album, 
Freak Out!, in August 1966. Shattering con- 
ventional recording techniques, The Moth- 
ers issued a barrage of satire and humor 
reflecting American society. 

(Continued on page 6) 


Festive flavor 

S. Dupont photos 
HERALDING THE yuletide season, 
the chorus and performance en- 
semble, along with the music and 
choral club present its holiday con- 
cert in the tiled lounge of the Stu- 
dent Center, above. 

Musical director Michael Finegold 
displays his talents on the flute, left. 
Groups played a mixture of original 
and popular arrangements such as 
“Nights In White Satin” by the Moody 
Biues and “High Enough” by Damn 
Yankees. 


Today’s Infographic 


How charities 
spend money 


Anew guide shows what 
percent of their funds 300 
national charitable groups 
spend on programs. Here are 
some of the best and worst: 
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"Twas the week 


before Christmas 


By PARRY R. HEADRICK 
Observer Features Editor 


was a week before Christmas, 
and all through our state, advertise- 
ments assault us; “Big Savings,” the 
bait, 
Our wallets were snug on our rumps, 
although bare, 
in hopes that a fluke would put money in 
there. 
The students were cramming, heads stuffed 
in their books, 
finances exhausted on courses they took. 
The pressures of finals are indeed a small 
hell, 
and the demands of Christmas makes those 
pressures swell. 


The stores, on the verge of a profitable 
season, 

all know very well, that St. Nick is the 
reason. 

So they push and they plot, and act rather 


Happy Holidays! 


jolly, 

they hang lights, they wear hats and 
scream, “We need more holly!” 

They say “Merry Christmas,” and some, 
“Seasons Greetings.” 

(These both were approved at management 
meetings. ) 

They wait hungry and greedy, with lunatic 
smiles, 

then they greet you, and trail you through 
five or six isles. 


About gifts, our families say, “Please, don’t 
you worry!” 

Then they sneak past our rooms with our 
gifts, in a hurry. 

We feel guilty and worthless if we can’t 
produce presents, 

like self-serving ingrates, raised among 
peasants. 


> 
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But the shopping must wait, it’s our 
schooling that matters, 

So ignore Santa’s deer, and their soft pitter- 
patters. 


f, 
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Because money and gifts, and the pie’s 
sweet aroma, 

should come second, at best, to your 
college diploma. 


President responds to recent ESL petition 


To the college community: 

Thank you very much for your petition 
regarding the size of ESL classes and the 
current inadequacy of laboratory space avail- 
able to serve your needs. I appreciate the 
significant effort you put into expressing those 
concerns and I want to take immediate action 
to address them to the extent possible within 
existing constraints. I also want to gather as 
much information as I can about the nature 
and extent of the need/problem and how it 
might be addressed. 

On a temporary basis, we will increase the 
space available on the Haverhill campus for an 
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ESL laboratory. Starting in the upcoming 
spring semester, an additional room will be 
assigned for an ESL lab-equivalent in size to 
the rooms now occupied by the reading and 
writing centers. 

However, I want to ensure that our scarce 
resources are not used to support duplication 
of effort and therefore have directed the dean 
of academic services to conduct a study to 
explore the feasibility of integrating our read- 
ing, writing and ESL labs in Haverhill as is the 


case in Lawrence. The other major issue you 
have raised, class size, is unfortunately far 
more problematic and one that cannot be 
resolved in the manner requested. 

Recently, much has been made of the 
“large” size of ESL classes but few make 
mention of the fact that we have historically 
run a number of sections with marginal en- 
rollments. This semester is no exception in 
that regard. Some classes have had 30 enroll- 
ees and I think we all agree that is too high. 

Working within the constraints that face 
us this coming spring semester, every effort 
will be made to have no more than 25 stu- 


dents enrolled in any of our ESL classes. This 
decision is admittedly based, at least in part, 
on financial necessity and practical consider- 
ations such as the number of students to be 
served, the long-term overall viability of the 
program, the number of upper-level classes 
available and the number of rooms available 
to house ESL classes without impacting 
courses in other program areas. 

Again, thank you for bringing forward 
your concerns. You make a compelling case 
and I want you to know that I am giving 
serious consideration to the issues you raise. 

John R. Dimitry, NECC president 


Agnosticism ts alive and well in America 


By J.A. STABLEFORD 
Observer Graphics Editor 


t is possible in America today 
ji to hold wholesome values and 
live a moral life, without con- 
forming to a strict religion. 
Religion in the Western world is 
at a serious turning point. Chris- 
tianity, the prominent religion in 
America, is inevitably reaching the 
end of its 2,000-year reign. 
Twisting values: Throughout 
history, the rules of numerous reli- 
gions have been bent and changed 
by figures of power that have not 
been able to conform to their own 
preaching. The ideals of a god or 
messiah have been mutated by their 
followers to their own liking. 
When morals come to mind, one 
of the most important is honesty. 


When a religious icon, such as a 
priest or pope, hypocritically breaks 
rules they stress, the religious 
institution’s integrity should be tried 
for its validity by its own members. 

In the recent cases of priests 
committing sexual crimes, there has 
been plenty of gossip and talk, but 
no real action taken by church mem- 
bers. 

Instead of irresponsibly sweep- 
ing the offenders under the rug, 
these actions should inspire move- 
ments to assess the church’s pro- 
ductivity. 

Senseless killing: We can’t for- 
get the atrocities and death that 
Christianity alone has caused. The 
countless wars that the religion has 
spawned are reason enough to con- 
demn its practice. Christ’s ideals, 
not unlike those of Karl Marx, have 


proven to be impossible for the 
Western world to follow. 

The crusades alone had mali- 
cious acts that match those of the 
Holocaust. The religious crimes 
have hardly been addressed, and the 
blame passed to people long since 
dead. Certain measures must be 
taken to ensure something like that 
will not happen again. 

The Ku Klux Klan was founded 


on Christian beliefs, with a kick of 


ultra-conservative separatism. Ironi- 
cally, these hate-mongers share the 
same god and messiah with the ma- 
jority of African-Americans. Some- 
how, the “Good Book” allows this 
madness to continue. 

Good book?: The Bible is an 
interesting piece of work, with thou- 
sands of statements to suit anyone’s 
claim. Through its stories, one can 
justify just 
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slavery to war. 
Ask any Bible- 
baring activist 
to substantiate 
a controversial 
Christian claim, 
and _they’ll 
quote the Bible. 
Remember, it is 
impossible to 
substantiate 
something with 
itself. 

One can ar- 
gue that posi- 
tive things have 
come from hav- 
ing live icons 
like the pope to 
lead them. Un- 
derstandably, 
being able to 
mir zoek «6 
someone’s life 
more worthy 
with a presence 
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is admirable, yet sad. The followers 
would probably not have this same 
need if that religion had not been 
introduced into their life. 

There is no doubt that faith can 
benefit one’s life. But when a re- 
mote hint that corruption or abuse 
surfaces, the flaw should be cor- 
rected. 

Starting over: A new generation 
of Americans is already practicing 
Agnosticism without knowing it. It 
was inconceivable only 50 years ago 
that Americans could live without a 
god. Now, it is a way of life for 
many. As the older churchgoing 
population dies off, antique values 
will die with them. 

Many youths consider them- 
selves religious, yet, in comparison 
to the previous generations, many 
of the values have been diluted. 

If the general purpose of a reli- 
gion is to find a meaning in one’s 
life, and to establish values to fol- 
low, then why is it so important that 
they have a martyr? It is possible to 
be your own god, and your own 
Christ. Besides, values created by 
the individual are much stronger 
than if they are forced upon the 
individual. 

The mere question among Chris- 
tianity, Judaism and Islam of who 
or if there is a messiah challenges 
the validity of each religion. If you 
believe that your god is ‘The God,’ 
then all other world religions have it 
wrong. 

Degrading lifestyle: The church 
is truly an insult to human intelli- 
gence and character. The need for 
faith from an omnipotent being re- 
flects a weakness that can, and will, 
be overcome in time. The “new” 
generation of non-church going 
youth represents an evolution in 
human society to where people have 


a higher understanding of existence. 

Eventually, if the present situa- 
tions in Eastern Europe and the 
Middle East continue, a kind of 
Darwinism - “survival of the fittest” 
event will take place, and the quar- 
reling religious groups will kill them- 
selves off. Harsh? Yes, butit is unde- 
niably happening right now around 
the world. 

In a world of technology and 
advanced thought, these 2000+ 
year-old beliefs are as outdated as 8- 
tracks and mimeographs. We like to 
think that humans have become 
more intelligent and socially ad- 
vanced, so why don’t we show it 
through reform. 

The new generation has already 
begun to make the move. Brought 
up on hours of brainwashing from 
TV programs like Davey and 
Goliath, it has shed the propaganda 
aside and demonstrated that it’s 
our ability to think on our own. The 
Reagan era failed at assimilating us 
to its religious control. Using the 
fundamental privileges of the vote, 
we spared ourselves from another 
four years of conservative madness 
that would lead to a certain social 
demise. 

Crock pot: America, being a 
melting pot, has come to the point 
where it can no longer keep its 
religions separated. The Constitu- 
tion states that we have a right to 
freedom of religion, yet our cur- 
rency hardly reflects that right with 
the words, “In God we trust,” 
stamped boldly on every bill. 

The point has been reached 
where the American crucible of cul- 
tures has liquefied the religions, 
stewed the values and will eventu- 
ally decant off the unnecessary ritu- 
als that are causing this turmoil. 
Instead of fighting and fearing the 
possibility oflosing our religion, we 
should welcome this new era of 
free-thinking humans. 
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Surgeon general should resign 


Recent displays of ineptness prove Elders unfit for government post 


By ERIC LUNDIN 
Observer Editor 


.S. Surgeon General 
Joycelyn Elders should 
hand in her resignation as 


soon as she takes her foot out of her 
mouth. 

Elders sparked controversy re- 
cently by hinting studies should be 
implemented to determine if the 
United States should legalize drugs. 
Ina rare display of backbone, Presi- 
dent Bill “I didn’t inhale” Clinton 
publicly distanced his administra- 
tion from her warped rantings. 

Prior to her 65-34 confirmation 
on Sept. 7, Elders’ habit of making 
sarcastic wisecracks and outrageous 
analogies nearly destroyed her nomi- 
nation. 

But her latest outburst only so- 
lidified what Conservatives have 
known all along: Elders is not fit to 
hold the position of the nation’s 
physician. Her radical liberal agenda 
threatens to catapult America into 
disarray. One can only imagine what 
other secrets she has hidden up her 
sleeve. 

Purple haze: Many liberals offer 
the legality of mind-altering drugs 
asa solution to America’s drug prob- 
lem. By doing that, the individual 
freedoms of pot heads everywhere 
will increase, but the civil liberties of 
a nation will be infringed. 

For years, America has waged 
war against drugs and with good 
reason. The latest data from a BJS 
survey of inmates in local jails show 
that 44 percent of inmates used 
drugs in the month of their offense. 
There is an obvious connection be- 
tween drugs and violence. Maybe 
someone should tell that to Elders. 

But the bleeding-heart, dope- 
smokers offer such whining hysteria 
as, “It’s my body! I can do anything 
I want to it!” 

No you can’t. When the possi- 
bility arises that your actions may 
cause harm to another individual, 
the government has every right to 
impose regulations. Put that in your 
bong and smoke it. 

According to the American 
Council for Drug Education, the 
wonders of marijuana include the 
following changes of sensory per- 
ception: shifting sensory imagery, 
rapidly fluctuating emotions, a flight 


Should drugs be legalized 


of fragmentary thoughts with dis- 
turbed associations, an altered-state 
of self-identity, impaired memory 
and a dulling of attention. 

Quicksand: Is this the type of 
behavior government should en- 
dorse? Society is now reeling from 
the negative effects of legalized al- 
cohol. Are we willing to broaden 
the spectrum of socially accepted 
chemical recreation, and watch as 
our nation’s death toll and crime 
rate increases? 

Apart from her willingness to 
poison Americans with narcotics, 
Elders has proven herself as a detri- 
ment to society on many counts. 

Astrong proponent for teaching 
sex from kindergarten through high 
school, Elders equated procreative 
learning with driver’s education as 
she told reporters “We taught them 
what to do in the front seat. Now, 
it’s time to teach them what to doin 
the back seat.” 

Prolific statements aside, one 
should ask Elders whysex education 
would take years and years through 
the public school system. If sex was 
that hard to understand, the human 
race would be extinct. 

Insidious motives: Liberals claim 
it helps kids “clarify” their values, 
unfortunately it only helps the Left 
“brainwash” scores of new recruits 
to believe their code of warped 
morality. Elders wants schools to 
turn into indoctrination centers for 
liberal beliefs. 

When reporters asked about her 
controversial sex ed programs for 
small children, she told them, “Give 
me the choice of trying to educate a 
3-year-old or trying to educate an 
18-year-old and I'll take the 3-year- 
old every time.” 

But her method of education as 
a way of prevention doesn’t work. 

During her tenure as Arkansas’ 
health director, the state went from 
having the fourth highest teen birth 
rate in the country to second high- 
est, according to the publication 
Vital Statistics of the United States. 

Teen pregnancy rose from 68.3 
live births per 1,000 women ages 15 
to 19 in 1987 to 80.1 per 1,000 in 
1991. Also, between the years 1989 
and 1992 there was a reported 130 
percent increase in syphilis cases 
among Arkansas teenagers and 150 
percent jump in teens affected with 
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HIV. 

Trojan horse: Labeled the “con- 
dom queen of Arkansas,” Elders 
assumes contraception will cure 
many of society’s ills, comparing an 
unwanted pregnancy to that of sla- 
very. 

She said on CNBC television 
that she would provide the long 
term contraceptive Norplant to 
drug-addicted prostitutes “so they 
could still use sex if they must buy 
their drugs.” 

Common sense never stopped 
Elders from getting what she 
wanted, In fact, when the Depart- 
ment of Health in Arkansas distrib- 
uted condoms with defects 10 times 
the normal rate, she kept quiet. A 
recall, she later told reporters, would 
only have undermined confidence 
in condoms. 

Her friends in Washington con- 
curred. Victor Zonana, spokesman 
for the federal department of Health 
an Human Services dismissed the 
tainted condom caper as “a com- 
plete non-issue.” 

Get a clue: Elders herself ques- 
tioned her judgment, saying, “As a 
public health official, I was thinking 


of what was the greatest good. 
Sometimes you have to really make 
tough decisions. You might say, 
‘Well, I made the wrong decision.’ 
I don’t know.” 

She didn’t know? Come on. This 
woman was to become the surgeon 
general of the United States. Maybe 
this display of incompetence should 
have been a warning flare to the 
senate of things to come. Somehow 
senate members mistook her confi- 
dence for intelligence. 

Apart from her strong ideologi- 
cal beliefs (which was the basis of 
judge Robert Bork’s nomination 
failure) there is a matter including 
shady Arkansas business dealings 
that also makes one question her 
qualifications for office. 

From April to when she resigned 
as state health director of Arkansas 
in July, Elders was paid $685 per 
day in consulting fees and expenses 
while still being paid a salary by 
Arkansas as state health director and 
by the University of Arkansas, where 
she was tenured. 

This method of “triple-dipping” 
from federal and state payrolls is 
considered illegal, but was over- 


looked. Why? 

In fact, the whole situation of 
Dr. Joycelyn Elders leads one to ask 
why. After Clinton pulled the rug 
out from under nominees like Kimba 
Wood and Lani Guineer, why did 
he confirm Elders? 

In light of her recent drug fiasco 
and her sordid past, the best thing 
for America would be the‘ resigna- 
tion of Elders from her post. The 
consequences are frightening if her 
reign of liberal lunacy continues. 

Americans shouldn’t have to live 
in anation where their own surgeon 
general is hazardous to their health. 


Go home 


Americans shouldn’t 
have to liveina 
nation where their 
own surgeon general 
is hazardous to their 
health. 


in this country? 


Amy Papalia, nursing 


“Yes, it would lessen crime and it 
would deter people from deviant 
behavior. Less tempting.” 


Eric Ormsby, liberal arts 


“Yes, it would create a lot of money 
for the government. It would also 
minimize the fighting between 
gangs. They live off the illegal sell- 
ing of drugs.” 


Alex Kim, engineering science 


“No definitely not, and I think the 
answer to that should be obvious.” 
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Shannle Young, liberal arts 


“Yes, because people are going to 
do it anyway.” 


Dean Stanely, liberal arts 


“Yes, more than one half of one 
percent of the United States popu- 
lation is presently in jail. This dis- 
grace is largely due to the war on 
drugs. Something must be done.” 
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Health care summit 


Rodham Clinton fields questions from local 
residents as New England examines proposal 


By BRUCE BARON 
Observer Staff Reporter 


Getting physicians fresh out of school, many 
of whom are in debt up to $100,000, into 
urban and rural areas was one of the real-life 
problems addressed at the World Trade Cen- 
ter in Boston during the New England Sum- 
mit on Health Care. 

The first of many to be held across the 
country in the following weeks, the summit 
was sponsored by the Boston Globe as a forum 
to voice concerns over President Clinton’s 
health care plan, due before lawmakers soon. 
Hillary Rodham Clinton headed the round- 
table discussion. 

The panel, governed by Dr. Deborah 
Prothrow-Stith, assistant dean of Harvard’s 
school of public health, encompassed a core 
sample of people from varied aspects of 
America, with various health-care needs. Al- 
most every local politician was a panelist as 
well as a group of New Englanders ranging 
from a logging contractor; a psychiatrist; the 
mayor of Bridgeport, Conn; heads of local 
schools, hospitals and businesses; to a dairy 
farmer whose cattle get better preventive 
health care than most Americans. 

After opening ceremonies and brief 
speeches by Goy. William Weld and Sen. 
Edward Kennedy, there was an introduction 
to the summit by Rep. Joe Moakley, chair- 
man of the rules committee, which has one of 
the final votes on the reforms. 

Attention: “I hope to make sure that 
whatever is passed recognizes the importance 
of our teaching hospitals and biotech indus- 
tries as well as our universities and research 
facilities,” Moakley said. 

He reminded the public that in September 
President Clinton said, “I am willing to 
compromise but I will not sign a bill that does 
not assure health care coverage for every 
American.” 

Moakley added, “It is my hope that we do 
not send him such a bill." 

Before Rodham Clinton made an ap- 
pearance, local politicians confronted the 
audience with disturbing facts. Sen. William 
Cohen said, “My home state of Maine spent 
more than $3 billion on health care in 1991. 
This is more than the whole state budget. A 
Family U.S.A. study found recently that the 
average American family spends more than 
$7,700 a year health care, and this average 
could climb to over $14,000 by the year 
2000, if nothing is done to contain costs.” 

The senator also referred to President 
Clinton’s address, warning, “If 80 percent of 
the burden is placed on the employers (as 
Clinton said), then the employees will pay 
through lower wages.” 

Conditions: Democratic Majority Leader 
George J. Mitchell then outlined several prin- 
ciples to which the reforms must comply in 
order for them to be judged meaningful and 
comprehensive. These included giving every 
American access to quality health care, con- 


trolling skyrocketing costs, and allowing ev- 
ery state to develop its own delivery system for 
health care. 

“The health care problems of Maine are 
not the same as the health care problems of 
New York or California,” Mitchell said. 

Finally, Rodham Clinton outlined a few 
simple truths about health care. 

“We as a nation spend more on the same 
or less health care than our neighbors around 
the world,” she said. “The percentage of 
income is on an upward spiral, so the 14 
percent spent on health care is expected to 
reach 20 percent by the end of the century. 
Health care costs have already undermined 
and lowered wages in nearly every sector of 
the economy. If left unreformed, the current 
system will continue to depress wages.” 

Rodham Clinton also said that income 
gains through businesses will be eaten up by 
rising insurance costs, leaving workers greatly 
unrewarded for their efforts. These businesses 
will also have to cut back on benefits and 
increase deductibility to keep up with the 
current system. 

Out in the cold: “Nobody is more dis- 
criminated against in the current health care 
marketplace than the small business, most of 
whom can’t afford to insure themselves or 
their workers,” she said. 

Rodham Clinton outlined the plan by 
which “we will act to preserve and fix what is 
broken and to enhance what does work so 
well for those who have insurance.” 

The plan relies on the six aspects outlined 
by the president in September: security, sim- 
plicity, savings, choice, quality and responsi- 
bility. 

Security concerns the large number of 
Americans who do not have health care and 
those who fear losing it. Clinton guarantees a 
plan that offers health care for all regardless of 
preexisting conditions. 

One major aspect worries many people, 
however. 

Unhealthy statistics: “Every month, 2.25 
million Americans lose health care for a pe- 
riod of time and 100,000 lose health care 
permanently,” said Rodham Clinton. 

Hospitals were targeted as warehousing 
the problems that make our system so com- 
plex, Rodham Clinton explained. 

“Hospitals hire four clerical workers to 
one nurse, Those nurses they do hire, spend 
up to 50 percent of their time on paperwork 
that has nothing to do with the delivery of 
health care. Different forms are used by every 
insurance company as opposed to the single 
form required for Medicaid. A lot of the 
complexity in the system lies in the experience 
rating process that insurance companies use 
to determine eligibility and decide how much 
they are going to charge an individual.” 

Clinton plans to do away with rating sys- 
tems, especially those that discriminate against 
preexisting conditions. 

Fiscal flu: Fraud and system abuse have 
already cost the United States an estimated 
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$80 billion. In order to recoup these losses, 
the plan needs to reduce the effects of fraud 
and put the money backin the system. Clinton 
says the plan’s savings aspect would come 
through deterring physicians against “piece- 
work” tactics, where the more tests a doctor 
orders, the more money he makes. Clinton 
hints toward finding alternative ways of reim- 
bursing physicians for their services that would 
make unnecessary testing a thing of the past. 

Rodham Clinton said giving Americans 
choices is very important, especially to people 
who have a health care plan now. 

“The president’s plan will actually increase 
the choices that we now have and put the 
power of determining health plans back into 
the hands of the individual,” she said, con- 
tending that with the passing of the reforms, 
Americans will have the same care and choices 
that members of Congress enjoy now. 

Giving the public more information, en- 
abling them to make more-educated deci- 
sions, is the next phase of Clinton’s reform. 
Quality health care can only exist ifcompanies 
work together like a machine. Clinton wants 
to set up non-governmental groups to over- 
look insurance companies. 

These advising commissions would be re- 
sponsible for collecting bids for services and 
regulating those services. These groups would 
also be responsible for educating the public 
on the insurance companies’ performance. 
This would reward better companies with 
more customers. This led the way to respon- 
sibility, which Rodham Clinton meant as the 
expectation upon the medical field to act 
honorably in the face of the new reforms. 

Q and A: The floor was then opened for 
questions. Sandy Sulfaro, a Massachusetts 
nurse, questioned the panel whether she would 
lose her insurance benefits because of set 
monetary limits on her policy. Sulfaro’s fears 
surfaced after a recent recurrence of the Mul- 
tiple Sclerosis symptoms she suffered as a 
child. The needed treatment, she said, would 
cost about $10,000 a year. 

Rodham Clinton told Sulfaro, “If passed, 
the reform would rid the system of preexist- 
ing condition clauses. There would be no 
more lifetime limits on policies and there 
would be several prescription drug benefits.” 

Shirley Craighead, a local day-care pro- 
vider, said her concerns stem from the fact she 
has been in business for 33 years without 
insurance and recently suffered a collapsed 
lung. In order for her to receive care, she 
would have to close down her business and go 
on welfare for Medicare benefits. 

“I have watched these kids so their moth- 
ers could go to work and get off welfare,” she 
said. “Welfare is not beneath me, but it’s not 
the choice I want.” 

Don't worry, be healthy: Rodham Clinton 
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assured her there will be no exemptions for 
preexisting conditions and added, “The prob- 
lem today in trying to move people off wel- 
fare, is that they have health care benefits on 
welfare but not at work. Health care reform 
will lead to welfare reform.” 

Boston Superintendent of Schools Lois 
Harrison-Jones addressed the panel with her 
concerns about educating families on the 
many aspects of health education as preven- 
tive medicine. 

Harrison-Jones outlined the importance 
of informing the public on nutritional needs, 
personal health and the benefits gained from 
counseling and support services. 

“People tend to let themselves go as young 
so they spend a lot of time in health care 
facilities as they get older,” Rodham Clinton 
said. 

These comments opened the forum to 
Charles Sias, the Maine coordinator for the 
American Association of Retired Persons, who 
pointed out who spends their time in long- 
term facilities. Surprisingly, he said, a full 
third of the people in nursing homes are 
younger than 65 because that is often where 
people go after extended hospital stays. 

Limited options: Rodham Clinton agreed, 
adding, “When a person reaches the end ofa 
hospital stay for acute care, there is no finan- 
cial backing to send them home or to any- 
where other than a nursing home.” 

The reforms propose spending money to 
provide better choices for the elderly and in 
turn will save a lot of money, she said. 

Mental health care was also addressed as 
well as the concerns voiced over the growing 
language barriers that force immigrants and 
others to travel long distances for the sake of 
an interpreter. These people usually have no 
insurance and tend to use the same local 
hospitals. 

“Large teaching hospitals, which make up 
only 6 percent of total hospitals, perform 50 
percent ofthe free care nationwide,” Rodham 
Clinton said. “This is because of the better 
interpreter services offered at these facilities.” 

Until the bill is passed, the public will not 
know its actual effects. NECC students who 
purchase the plan supplied by the school 
through Boston Mutual Life Insurance Co. 
will not know what their options are until at 
least a year after the bill is passed, said Edward 
Kenney, a spokesperson for Boston Mutual. 
Students should be prepared to purchase the 
plan again next year. 

Overall, no single class is safe from the 
ongoing degradation ofhealth care in America, 
Rodham Clinton said. 

“There are few people who can lookin the 
mirror and say with all certainty that they will 
have the same insurance next year at this 
time,” she said. 
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Comedian provides respite from stress 


By PAUL CARTEIRO 
Observer-Staff Reporter 


omedian Jackie Guerra’s perfor- 
C mances, during NECC’s Stress Man- 

agement Day, were offered to help 
students as well as staff and others in coping 
during the end of the semester. 

Guerra focused on the stress impact on 
people and went over some ways to help cope 
with it. 

Coming from a Chicano family in 
California’s San Fernando Valley, Guerra 
maintained a multi-cultural approach to her 
performances, which were held on Dec. 6 on 
both Lawrence and Haverhill campuses. 

Bilingual: Guerra used her knowledge of 
both English and Spanish to entertain as well 
as inform NECC audiences. 

“Anytime a school does something to 
introduce different cultures and ideas, it’s 
exciting,” Guerra said. 

She informed those in attendance that 
according to the latest statistics, communica- 
tion is the best way to relieve stress. 

Self-motivation was also covered. She 
urged those present to realize the importance 
of being able to take control of priorities. 
Being punctual and in control were just some 
of many Guerra mentioned. 

Ivy League: A Yale graduate, and the first 
in her family to graduate from college in the 
United States, Guerra was able to relate to the 


differences encountered between both Ameri- 
can and Latino college students. 

Guerra acknowledged that differences in 
culture, food, and stereotype can often lead 
to unnecessary problems and stress. 

“T believe that we can be from different 
places and still share similar experiences; that’s 
why comedy is so powerful,” Guerra said. 

Cultural identity is very important, espe- 
cially for those that have come to this country 
recently, she said. 

Self-determination was also discussed and 
Guerra stated that people shouldn’t feel 
“disempowered” by being influenced by oth- 
ers. 

Positive outlook: Guerra mentioned the 
effects depression and anxiety have on college 
students, and how they lead to low perfor- 
mance in school and work. Sex, drug addic- 
tion, and religion were some of the other 
topics Guerra addressed, and she gave some 
examples of how they can influence a person’s 
everyday life and at times also lead to stress. 

Throughout her performance, Guerra 
asked NECC students and faculty questions 
concerning topics ranging from talk-show 
personalities to current news events. 

“I hope people leave feeling like they got 
something from the show, a laugh, or maybe 
have them question themselves, but most of 
all, I hope people leave feeling good about 
themselves because that’s what matters,” 
Guerra said. 


Meeting of the minds 


NECC TRUSTEE member Lou Fosarelll, Higher Education Chancellor Stanley 
Koplik and NECC President John R. Dimitry met recently to discuss possible 
improvements in the state’s higher education system. 
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‘EI Carillion’ publisher pursues life-long dream 


By NIKOLETTE BONIN 
Observer Staff Reporter 


ablo Navarro, publisher of E/ Carillon, 
spoke to Journalism I classes about his 


Spanish newspaper. The paper, which 
covers Central and South America, was 
founded about three years ago. 

Navarro, formerly an assistant dean at 
MIT, battled cancer twice in one year. He 
said it was at that point he decided he wanted 
to explore other things. He realized people 
were not aware of news in Puerto Rico and 
the Caribbean and he wanted to change that. 

Commitment: In order to start the paper, 
he resigned from MIT. His experience there 


showed him today’s technology makes it pos- 
sible to produce a newspaper with little assis- 
tance. He started the paper with just $8,000. 

Since it was impossible to reach everyone 
through one paper, he decided to focus on 
Latin America. 

“There are communities in this country 
that feel inadequately informed,” he said, 
adding that Latin Americans are the fastest- 
growing group in the country and he hopes to 
bring information to them. 

“Almost half of the subscribers to the 
paper are not from Latin America. They are 
people who are learning Spanish and faculty 
members in institutions that do research on 
Latin America,” he said. 


“The paper is used as an information tool,” 
he said. “It is a more active medium than a 
textbook.” 

Wide audience: E/ Carillon’s readers are 
diverse. Spanish students want to keep in 
touch with the events going on in Spain while 
they live in the United States, Navarro said. 

“We no longer live in a society that can 
exist by itself,” he said. “There are Americans 
who subscribe to the Exropean (newspaper) 
to be more aware of Europe.” 

Although E/ Carillon is produced prima- 
rily through the Associated Press wire service, 
the reader almost always sees different names 
and perspectives, he said. 

AP journalists are all over the world, bring- 


ing different values and different approaches 
to the paper, he said. 

Navarro eventually hopes to make money 
from the paper, but now the money made 
goes into its production. He teaches at 
Lawrence High School to make a salary. 

Growing subscription: The paper, which 
attracts two markets — those who know 
Spanish and those who know both English 
and Spanish — is read in more than 80 
universities and 21 school districts. 

The paper is not written in English be- 
cause, “if you spread yourself too thin, you 
might lose both groups of readers,” he said. 

Editor’s note: Pablo Navarro’s lecture was 
sponsored by the office of staff development. 


¥ Student earns high grades, scholarships 


future. 


Prudent student 
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PATRICK JAMES Connolly. 


By JOSH PHILLIPS 
Observer Staff Reporter 


ecently awarded two schol- 
arships, he may be one of 
ECC’s hardest-working 


students. 

With his 3.8 GPA, criminal jus- 
tice major Patrick James Connolly 
loves it at NECC. 

“T think if you work hard in 
school now, it will pay off later,” 
Connolly said. He plans to be a 
Massachusetts State Trooper. 

Future plans: After graduating 
NECC, he wants to transfer to 
Westfield State College and eventu- 
ally pursue his master’s degree. 


“Pat works hard at school, and I 
think he will be successful in the 
future,” said David Grandmaison, a 
former classmate. 

Connolly also serves in the Na- 
tional Guard Reserve, and works at 
a K-mart part-time. 

“It’s frustrating going to school 
and working, too. But you can’t go 
to school for free, so you have to 
work hard at both priorities,” he 
said. 

He plans to enter ROTC at 
Westfield to become a commis- 
sioned officer in the National Guard. 

Extra help: The two scholar- 
ships he received will help. Connolly 
was awarded the Francis J. 


Bevilacqua scholarship, as well as 
the Edwin J. Oliveira Memorial 
Scholarship for next semester. 

“Pat’sa hard worker, and I would 
like to see him succeed as a police 
officer because we need some hard- 
working police officers today,” said 
Jordan Correia, another classmate. 

Sandra Devellis, one of 
Connolly’s instructors, said, “Pat is 
very responsive in class lectures; he 
does very well as far as grades go, 
and he has a wonderful sense of 
humor.” 

Taking it easy: Connolly is a 
1992 Haverhill High School gradu- 
ate. He said he’s taking his time in 
school and doesn’t want to rush his 
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“IT don’t want to rush my way 
out of school. I kind of enjoy it, but 
some courses are hard and you have 
to stick it out and keep with it,” he 
said. 

“I feel that getting a college 
degree is one of the most important 
things you can do in life. It’s unfor- 
tunate many get left out and can’t 
attend college because they are nei- 
ther poor nor wealthy. The middle 
class seems to have a rough time 
financially,” Connolly said. 

He also said he enjoys all of his 
criminal justice courses, and that’s 
the most important thing — enjoy- 
ing what your future career will be. 
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Zappa: his legacy will 


Zappa — from page | 


But the music contained on Freak Out! worried MGM officials. 
Long orgies of dissonant, abstract lunacy like Help I’m A Rock! and 
The Return Of the Son Of Monster Magnet (including the fictional 
exploits of Suzy Creamcheese) were so avant-garde many did not 
believe a market existed for it. 

Plastic people: Shortly after Freak Out!, The Mothers of 
Invention released an exciting rock collage titled Absolutely Free 
(1966). The complex compositions included within boasted un- 
precedented musical development and brought the band to a new 
level of maturity. Although the band’s “smash flop single,” Big Leg 
Emma, didn’t quite make the charts, the comical Call Any 
Vegetable or Brown Shoes Don’t Make It made this album very much 
worth listening to. 

Zappa’s influences also began to resurface. Throughout the 
album, splashes of Stravinsky’s Firebird Suite or Gustav Holst’s 
Jupiter can be heard woven into songs like the chaotic Duke Of 
Prunes. 

Following the release of Absolutely Free, Zappa married Adeline 
Gail Sloatman, who was nine months pregnant with Moon. 
Without money to pay for a ring, the couple used a 10-cent 
ballpoint pen, pinned to Gail’s maternity dress, to symbolize their 
union. 

At this time, Zappa was enjoying his new-found fame perform- 
ing nightly at the Garrick Theater in New York. The Mother’s 
show, Pigs and Repugnants, played two shows a night, six nights 
a week, for over six months. The job security allowed Zappa time 
to compose new material and spend time in the studio, mastering 
and perverting conventional recording techniques. 

Nullis pretii: During this time The Mothers released four 
albums: Lumpy Gravy (1967), We’re Only In It For The Money 
(1967), Cruising With Ruben And The Jets(1967) and Uncle Meat 
(1968). 

Notably, We’re Only In It For The Money strengthened Zappa 
as a powerful social critic as well as a musical genius. The album is 
full of high-speed overdubs, assorted mumbled weirdness and 
enough intricate rhythms to withstand repeated listening. One of 
Zappa’s best albums in his catalog, We’re Only In It For The Money, 
lampooned the entire ’60s drug culture as explained in the song 
Who Needs The Peace Corps?: “Every town must have a place where 
phony hippies meet/psychedelic dungeons popping up on every 
street/go to San Fransisco...” 

Proponents of the love generation, The Beatles, could not 
escape Zappa’s cynical eye. We’re Only In It For The Money 
ingeniously parodied the cover of their Sergeant Pepper album, 
featuring The Mothers dressed in drag instead of in military 
uniforms and with vegetables spelling out their band’s name 
instead of flowers. Paul McCartney failed to see the humor in this 
and tried to delay the album’s release. 

Ruben And The Jets hearkened back to Zappa’s love for doo- 
wop/R&B-style rock and was a more serious effort to achieve 
mainstream popularity. The band solidified this motive by printing 
on the sleeve: “Is this the Mothers of Invention recording under 
a different name in a last ditch attempt to get their cruddy music 
on the radio?” 


THE MOTHERS 
OF INVENTION 


WEASELS RIPPED 


Pound for a brown: Try as they might, Zappa was far from rich. 
The money he did make from recording or touring went back into 
his work as he tried to make movies or produce his classical works. 
After touring the United States and Europe extensively in 1968 
and 1969, Zappa became increasingly disenchanted with the field 
of exploratory free jazz. He disbanded the original incarnation of 
The Mothers at the door of their 200th motel. 

These tours generated two remarkably good albums for Zappa. 
Weasels Ripped My Flesh(1970) and Burnt Weeny Sandwich(1969) 
capture the essence of The Mother’s electric chamber orchestra at 
its conceptual best. The hard-hitting Eric Dolphy jazz of Weasels 
Ripped My Fleshis relentless and at times insane, while Burnt Weeny 
Sandwich lends itself to a softer, more sophisticated homage to 
Zappa’s idol, Stravinsky. 

This period also produceda solo collaboration with keyboardist/ 
wind player extrodinaire Ian Underwood, titled Hot Rats (1969). 
Opening the doors of jazz fusion, this instrumental album focused 
on Zappa asa prominent guitar virtuoso. Songs like Wille The Pimp 
gave Zappa the freedom of extensive improvisation, while Peaches 
In Regalia allowed Zappa to show of his compositional prowess 
and studio wizardry. 

After The Mothers split in 1969, Zappa immersed himself into 
scoring his classical works. Following a performance of his compo- 
sitions at UCLA’s Pauley Pavilion, Zappa teamed up with ex- 
Turtles (Happy Together) members Mark Volman and Howard 
Kaylan a.k.a. Flo and Eddie. Things for Zappa were looking up. 

Strictly genteel: At about this time, production for The 
Mothers movie 200 Motels began. The film, also starring Ringo 
Starr, Keith Moon and Theodore Bikel, was a surrealistic comedy 
about life on the road in a rock ’n’ roll band. 

Shooting for 200 Motels started in England in 1971 and a 
concert to promote the film at the Royal Albert Hall was arranged; 
however, it was banned by ranking English officials because they 
thought the lyrics were obscene. 

One particular song in question was Shove It Right In: “She’s 
just 24 and she can’t get off/a sad but typical case /last dude to do 
her got in and got soft/she blew it and laughed in his face.” 

Despite legal battles, this incarnation of the Mothers was 
electrifyingly funny. The Kaylan/Volman team worked well to- 
gether and Zappa gave them the spotlight often, devoting long 
sections of dialog for them to work their magic. 

Eddie are you kidding?: Flo and Eddie released four albums 
with the Mothers: Chunga’s Revenge(1970), Fillmore East(1971), 
200 Motels (1971) and Just Another Band From L.A. (1972). 

Things then took a turn for the worse. 

On Dec. 4, 1971, a fire broke out during a Mother’s concert at 
the Casino de Montreux, destroying the band’s equipment. The 
disaster was later immortalized by Deep Purple in the song Smoke 
On The Water. Then, on Dec. 10, Zappa was thrown off the stage 
into an orchestra pit by a man who claimed he didn’t get his 
money’s worth of entertainment and that he caught Zappa “eying 
his girlfriend.” 

Zappa suffered a broken leg and a crushed larynx, which, he 
later said, caused his voice to drop a third in pitch. While recovering 
from his wounds, Flo and Eddie left The Mothers to find work. 

New brand clouds: Stuck in his wheelchair, Zappa composed 


relentlessly. The fruits of his labor can be heard on two terri! 
instrumental albums, Waka Jawaka (1972) and The Grand Waz 
(1972). 

For these recordings, Zappa employed a sort of big bar 
combination of about 20 seasoned jazz musicians, including § 
Marquez who now plays for the Tonight Show band. 

Songs like Big Swifty from Waka Jawaka or Eat That Questi 
from The Grand Wazoo explode with Zappa-esque energy. T! 
intricate rhythms and expert improvisation continued to defi 
Zappa as a musical guru and a force to be reckoned with in t 
entertainment industry. 

Zappa followed the success of his jazz orchestra with a new, at 
probably most adored, incarnation of The Mothers, Teaming 1 
with pianist George Duke and vocalist/saxophonist Napole« 
Murphy Brock, Zappa offered fans a spontaneous barrage 
comedy-funk. 

Cosmik debris: Tilting more toward mainstream rock, Zap 
expanded his audience with the release of Overnite Sensati 
(1973). With a heavy, complex percussive foundation, The Mot 
ers synthesized catchy music with hilariously lascivious lyrics four 
in pieces like Dirty Love and Dinah-Moe Humm. 

“Couldn’t say where she’s comin’ from/but I just met a la 
named Dinah-Moe Humm/she strolled on over, said, ‘Look he 
bum/I got a 40 dollar bill sayin’ you can’t make me cum, 
whipped off my bloomers and stiffened my thumb/then appli 
rotation on her sugar plumb/ stroked and poked til my wrist g 
numb/but I still didn’t hear no Dinah-Moe Humm.” 

Hot on the heels of Overnite Sensation, Zappa wowed fa 
again with the release of Apostrophe (1974), featuring the icy te 
ofan Eskimo named Nanook in the delightful ditty, Don’t Eat T 
Yellow Snow. The albums that followed, Roxy and Elsewhe 
(1974) and One Size Fits All (1975), deliver a crowning achiev 
ment to Zappa’s 10-year anniversary in the music business. 

But Zappa was not always content with mainstream success. 
1975, he left his manager Herb Cohen and disbanded Ti 
Mothers permanently to pursue a solo career. This resulted ir 
rather poor year for Zappa who released the perfunctory stylings 
Bongo Fury (1976) and Zoot Allures (1976). 

Muffin man: Although Bongo Fury reunited Zappa with | 
long-time friend from Studio Z, Captain Beefheart, delighti 
live-audiences with his brand of incomprehensible poetry, t 
recording falls flat. 

In 1977, Zappa, legally took on the giant Warner Brothe 
empire for breach of contract, refusing to pay him for tapes alrea 
delivered, refusal to record new music under a specific time frar 
and unauthorized publication of his material. 

During this time, Zappa began searching for a new reco 
company more responsive to his demands. Mercury/Polygra 
was interested, but Warner Brothers fought them for release 
previously recorded live performances. Thus, Warner Brothe 
released In New York in 1978. 

Zappa rebounded in stride from his legal battles. His renew 
energy gave rise to a slew of extraordinary recordings. The subs 
quent releases of Studio Tan (1978), Sleep Dirt (1979), She 
Yerbouti (1979), Orchestral Favorites (1979) and Joe’s Gara 
(1979) represent Zappa at the pinnacle of his success. 


: “PARCO 
DENECESIO 


ecial Feature 


live on 


Watermelon in Easter hay: A man relentlessly driven to create 
and display his art, 1979 was a banner year for Zappa. Despite 
being held up in court proceedings, he still managed to release four 
albums, two of them doubles, and produce a film, titled Baby 
nakes. Sheik Yerbouti remains Zappa’s best-selling album to date, 
hile Joe’s Garage may be one of the most important albums for 
Zappa fans to rumple and fetish. 
Still the center of conflict over his expressive use of the English 
language, Zappa was attacked by members of B’nai B’rith who 
denounced his off-color humor in the song Jewish Princess. He 
refused to apologize, maintaining that as long as there were people 
ike that around, he had every right to sing about them. 
Joe’s Garage is a delightfully innovative rock opera as narrated 
a robotic humanoid, The Central Scrutinizer. It centers around 
¢ tale of a world where music is illegal. The plot is twisted, 
prinkled with surrealistic sexual overtones including homosexual 
{copulation with robots (Sy Borg), fetishes involving marital aids 
Stick It Out), prison rape (Keep It Greasy) and sexually transmitted 
iseases (Why Does It Hurt When I Pee?). The music on Joe’s Garage 
ges from heavy FM rock to pop ballads to blues to disco 
roviding listeners with a melting-pot-encyclopedia of music 
round the world. 
Zappa followed the success of Joe’s Garage with the release of 
live retrospect of his music. Tinseltown Rebellion (1981) de- 
ighted fans with excellent covers of older works like Love Of My 
ife (Cruising With Ruben And The Jets) and Brown Shoes Don’t 
‘ake It (Absolutely Free). 
Hog heaven: By this time, Zappa had established his own 
cord company, Barking Pumpkin, to alleviate him from the 
assles of getting his works produced. Now in full control of his 
pire, Zappa could take chances record companies would scoff 
. He also opened the doors for fans to purchase Zappa rarities 
‘ough his mail-order company, Barfko-Swill, and by setting up 
jnis own hotline: 1-818-PUMPKIN. 
4 His new-found freedoms gave rise to the mainstream rocker, 
You Are What You Is (1981), and the brilliantly crafted Shut Up 
4 And Play Yer Guitar (1981), released as a box set. 
The recording, entirely comprised of Zappa’s best live solo 
)vork, is a diverse collection of moods and emotions. The set won 
aumerous awards, including the Grand Prix in France and gener- 
jated a demand for Zappa to expound upon his techniques as one 
of the greatest guitar players the world has known. This resulted in 
) Zappa writing a column for Guitar Player magazine, along with a 
peO-pgc transcription of his guitar solos. 
| The Zappa train then momentarily derailed as the king of 
| sarcasm dropped a few uninspiring stink bombs. Ship Arriving Too 
' Late To Save A Drowning Witch(1982) and The Man From Utopia 
j)zave fans the feeling that Zappa was putting out these albums just 
)or the sake of putting something out. The humor is forced, the 
4nusical engineering is heavily lopsided toward the bass-stylings of 
3cott Thunes and electric percussion while the guitar playing of 
‘steve Vai is suppressed. These albums lack any sort of direction at 
jul. The one bright spot for Zappa was the song Valley Girl 
§ Drowning Witch) featuring daughter Moon Unit displaying the 
4 inguistics of a select group of females from California. 
Naval aviation in art?: After two classical recordings, The 
London Symphony Orchestra, Vol 1 (1983), (which flirts with the 
‘asic themes of 200 Motels in the 23-minute masterpiece Bogus 
Pomp) and the atonal The Perfect Stranger (1984), Zappa re- 
‘pounded with another great album, Them Or Us (1984). 
A combination of instrumental works and humorous lyrical 
/angents, Zappa reunites with some old Mothers (George Duke, 
Napoleon Murphy Brock) to delivera guitar-rock oriented menag- 
rie. 
Zappa’s humor is notably back on track with Be In My Video: 
Pretend to be Chinese /(one hung low)/T’ll make you wear red 
thoes/There’s a cheesy atom bomb explosion /all the big groups 
ise ” 
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Them Or Usalso features a new rendition of Sharleena that had 
\previously appeared on the album Chunga’s Revenge before deliv- 
wring a powerful cover of Greg Allman’s Whipping Post. The latter 
yecame a staple as Zappa’s encore to his live performances. 
It wasn’t until a string of mediocre albums, Thingfish (1984), 
frank Zappa Meets The Mothers Of Prevention (1985) and Does 
umor Belong In Music? (1986) that Zappa was finally honored 
ith a Grammy for his album Jazz From Hell under the heading of 
est rock instrumental performance. 
|| G-spot tornado: This album signified a new direction for 
Zappa, hinted on earlier albums like The Perfect Stranger. His new 
Ove was the synclavier, a computer-programmed device Zappa 
njoyed for one reason — it couldn’t screw up your compositions. 
though lacking human quality, it gave him the opportunity to 
oduce impossibly intricate music and to hear it without commis- 
ioning a small chamber ensemble. 
From this point, Zappa resigned from studio work and instead 
‘oncentrated mostly on reissuing his music through compact disks 
nd making available unreleased live music. 
The 12-CD set, You Can’t Do That On Stage Anymore, isamust 
or any respected Zappa nut. The set spans the live insanity of The 
others and Zappa from early two-track analog, bar room record- 
ags to his last world tour in 1988. Brilliant unreleased works like 
ipproximate and Ride My Face To Chicago shine as do excellent 
‘overs of Zombie Woof (Overnite Sensation), Sofa (One Size Fits 


1940-1993 


File photo 


A LEGEND in the world of music, composer Frank Zappa always reminded people to have a sense of humor. 


All), Dickie’s Such An Asshole ( Broadway The Hard Way) and Dog 
Breath ( Uncle Meat). 

Just before his death, Zappa released Yellow Shark but as his 
illness intensified, any hopes of a related tour quickly dissolved. As 
he battled cancer, he continued composing on his computer. 
Another album, titled Civilization: Phaze III is scheduled for 
release in the spring. 

King Kong: Zappa was known throughout the world not only 
for his musical inventiveness, but also for his eclectic personality. 
Whether bashing the establishment or speaking out against drugs, 
Zappa entrenched himself as a role-model and savior to those he 
had converted. 

In a shallow interpretation of his lifestyle, many people sub- 
scribe to the belief Zappa was up to his eyeballs in chemical 
refreshment. Due to the bizarre configurations of his song titles 
like Titties And Beer or My Guitar Wants To Kill Your Mama, 
many wrongfully suspect Zappa must have done an awful lot of 
drugs to be as weird as he was. 

Zappa emphatically denied any attraction to drugs. Although 
he admitted to trying marijuana, he said in his autobiography, The 
Real Frank Zappa Book, “It gave me a sore throat and made me 
sleepy. I couldn’t understand why people liked it so much.” His 
disdain for illegal substances can be found in many of his musical 
works like Charlie’s Enormous Mouth (You Are What You Is) and 
Cocaine Decisions (Man From Utopia). 

“The cocaine decision that you make today /will mean nothing 
later on/when you get nose decay.” 

Dumb all over: Zappa insists anyone on his payroll must remain 
clean or else they will be replaced. As he explained in Viva Zappa, 
“_.. once they are on the road, they are representing me, and I’m 
footing the bill for their total lifestyle. I’m providing their hotel, 
their food and transportation. I’m paying their salary. I’m doing all 
these things and in exchange they are supposed to make themselves 
available and competent to play concerts for the audience that 
comes to the places expecting a show. Now, if they get ripped and 


can’t play, they are letting the audience down, and they are doing 
it in such a way that the blame goes on me.” 

As well as dispelling rumors that he was some kind of drug- 
crazed weirdo, Zappa spent much of his time trying to convince the 
public that he wasn’t some kind of sex-crazed weirdo. 

From the beginning, he went to the mat again and again with 
rock censors wishing to do away with the unorthodox, sexually 
explicit views contained in his music. However, he stood his 
ground and maintained the position of wondering what all the 
hubbub was about. 

In an April 1993 Playboy interview, he dismissed any perverse 
intentions behind raunchier works like He’s So Gay saying, “But 
see, I’m a journalist of a sort. I have the right to say what I want 
about any topic. If you don’t have a sense of humor, then tough 
titties.” 

Zolar czakl: In an elaborate, artful collage similar to the style 
of his Lumpy Gravy release, the song Porn Wars (Frank Zappa 
Meets The Mothers Of Prevention) accurately chronicles the battle 
between Congress and music artists over obscenity in lyrics. The 
composition pieced together voices of senators, scientifically ma- 
nipulated at different speeds along with Big Brother-ish back- 
ground music. 

It was a political statement delivered in a way only Zappa could 
do. 

A true legend in the world of music, Zappa’s accomplishments 
epitomize the characteristics of genius. In a music industry preoc- 
cupied with greed, he focused his energy on the creation of art, not 
money. As one of rock music’s most uncompromising figures, he 
earned the respect of millions. 

But now the pumpkin barks no more. 

Under “relevant quotes” in the liner notes of Freak Out! Zappa 
included the words of Varése: “The present-day composer refuses 
to die.” In this sense, Zappa will remain immortal, living on each 
time his compositions are listened to. 

Rest in peace, Frank Zappa. 
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Boston 


sees 
‘red’ 


Local band sheds 
Seattle fixation 


By JOHN MURPHY 
Observer Staff Reporter 


| ately, lots of hype and media attention has been 
poured all over the Seattle music scene. Sure, Seattle 
produces some great bands, but lately its music seems 
to be cloned, sounding so much alike it’s hard to distinguish 
who’s who in Seattle. 

Still, people nationwide love the similar-sounding, grunge 
music produced by such bands as Nirvana, Soundgarden and 
other clones from that area. These bands should form one big 
band, create a giant, 75 CD box-set, call themselves, Alice and 
the Stone Pearl Temple Jam Pilots In Chains and get it all out 
of their systems once and for all. 

While these bands receive unlimited attention, excellent 
bands from Boston and all over New England are being 
severely overlooked. 

Local bands like the Lemon Heads, Extreme, The Neigh- 
borhoods and Buffalo Tom have been ignored for years. Kept 
out of the national spotlight after many patient years of 
waiting or by selling out, some of these bands have found 
limited success. 

In the beginning: Most local bands start out playing the 
nightclub circuit, mainly in Boston’s Kenmore Square area 
(home to Fenway Park and the Boston Red Sox), in clubs like 
Bill’s Bar, the Avalon, Paradise, Rattskeller and Axis. 


Mass. appeal 


J. Murphy photo 


MEMBERS OF the Boston-based band, Big Red Crush, lan Alexx and Romas Banaitis, ignite the crowd. 


Although baseball season is over and all is quiet in the 
Fenway, a home run was hit directly over the Green Monster, 
across the street into Bill’s Bar and landed on the stage with 
a Big Red Crush. 

Big Red Crush is a Boston-based band with a sound 
making Seattle bands look like they were from Mayberry 
U.S.A. Although the band has only been recently formed, it 
made an impression in a live, debut performance at Bill’s Bar 
this month, sure to change the Boston music scene forever. 

The band was put together by lead-singer Ian Alexx, 24, 
and drummer Eric who wants to be known only as E.K. 

Wiz kid: “E.K. is something like a child prodigy,” said 
Alexx. “He has been sought and signed by bands since he was 
15 years-old.” 

E.K. has played with such bands like Cycle Sluts From 
Hell, War Zone and Sick Of 
It All. Alexx and E.K. had 
been friends for many years 
before forming Big Red 
Crush. 

The band’s influences 
range from jazz and soul to 
the heavy metal of Black Sab- 
bath. Although this may seem 
like an odd combination, the 
band possesses a loud, pow- 
erful and unique sound that 
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belongs to no one but them- 
selves. 

During their debut per- 
formance, the band was back- 
ing up local bands Scratch 
and Powerman 5000, who 
will be glad to back up Big 
Red Crush one day after be- 
ing blown off the stage by 
this opening act. 

Entertain us: As the five- 
man band took the stage, 
there was hardly a soul in the 
club, but the band went into 


their set just the same, producing an unexpected magic. As the 
pulsating rhythm and ripping leads bellowed from the band’s 
two guitarists Newton and Romas Banaitis, bass player Kevin 
Norton played deep, while E.K.’s thunderous drumming 
called out across Boston in search of new recruits and Alexx 
sang in a voice so hypnotic, people began to float into the club 
as ifthey were heeding to the call of the pied piper. By the time 
the band performed its second song, Circle Yourself, the 
whole club was jam-packed with people who stood in front of 
the stage in a trance. The public had just been given their first 
Big Red Crush. 

After the band left the stage, it must have taken the 
audience’s enthusiasm with them, because the next band’s 
response from the audience was not as warm, and people 
began to wander off in other directions. The band’s demo- 
tape consists of four songs that are loud, defined and every- 
thing a Seattle bands not. They’re from Boston. 

Strong track: One of the band’s stand out tracks is Vic, 
which starts out with a very mellow guitar riff synchronized 
with Alexx’s voice as he sings the first verse, “In the beginning 
there were flowers/We were freaking, but there was no 
vases.” 

E.K. and the rest of the band joined in to complement this 
song with all the intensity and ferocity of a melodic machine. 
Vic is a masterpiece waiting to be noticed and is sure to open 
up some big opportunities for this bean-town band. Other 
songs the band included in its live set, as well as in its demo, 
include Circle Yourself, Emancipated and Cleaning Lady. 

Asked about the band’s goals and future plans, E.K. said, 
“Were not worried about making money, we do it because we 
love to play out. Our only goal right now is to get a buzz going 
in the area, do some recordings and possibly do some mer- 
chandising.” 

The band has a demo tape out and hopes to make a big 
splash over the air-waves soon. Those who have not heard of 
Big Red Crush should be on guard because this phenomena 
from Boston has already began and its sure to bowl over every 
band in its way, from here to Seattle, reminding the rest of the 
country that there’s more to Boston than high taxes, baked 
beans and clam chowder. Excellent music lives in the Hub and 
bands like Big Red Crush keep it alive. 
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Street shows 


Boston’s sidewalks provide 
welcome arena for new talents 


By JOHN MURPHY 
Observer Staff Reporter 


hey inhabit street corners and door 

ways, throughout the streets of Bos- 

ton, filling the air with music and 
wonderment. Music, juggling and magic acts 
are what visitors can expect when they come 
to the Hub. 

Even the cold weather is not enough to 
deter these street performers from displaying 
their talents for the public’s enjoyment. 

Free performance: On weekends around 
Fanieul Hall, a visitor can listen to the sounds 
of Inca Son, who plays music from the Andes 
of Peru and all of Latin America. The instru- 
ments used by the group, with the exception 
of the stringed instruments, are made by the 
musicians themselves and consist mainly of 
wind instruments, such as flutes and whistles 
constructed from hollow reeds. 

“For the last three years, Inca Son has been 
elected the best Andean band of New En- 
gland by the Harvard Business Association,” 
boasts the group’s founder, Cesar Villalobos. 

The group’s music is available on cassette 
tape, which the public may purchase during 
its performances. Inca Son performs at the 
annual Reebok Human Rights Award Din- 
ner, which has been attended by former Presi- 
dent Jimmy Carter. The group regularly plays 
for festivals, museums, universities, schools 
and theaters. 

“Tt is a great medium for public expo- 
sure,” Villalobos said. 

A couple of blocks away, around the State 
Street area of Boston’s financial district, people 
can enjoy the beats of New York City-Flow 
Committee. This act is especially unique for 
its performance, which consists of a drummer 
banging away on a makeshift drum kit, made 
up of pails, refrigerator trays, drawers and 
other various pieces of scrap, while a dance 
Sa performs break-dancing and gymnas- 


Clean Merrimack still faces 


By ANDY DEBENEDICTIS 
Observer Staff Reporter 


120,000,000 gallons of raw sewage be 

ing flushed into it on a daily basis, thus 
achieving its rank as one of the nation’s 10 
dirtiest rivers. 

After $1 billion was spent on cleanup 
activities and organizations, the Merrimack 
faces other frightening obstacles, like water 
withdrawal, for instance. 

Dirty water: Twenty years ago, the idea of 
drinking water from the Merrimack River 
seemed preposterous, said Ted Diers, pro- 
gram coordinator of Water For All, a branch 
of the Merrimack River Watershed Council. 


I nthe mid-70s, the Merrimack River had 
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The drummer may look like he’s sitting in 
the middle of a junk yard, but the sounds 
created from his trash heap are magical. The 
troupe members did not wish to reveal their 
names, but proudly stated they hail from New 
York City. This act is quite an attraction, 
drawing a crowd of 100 people per perfor- 
mance. 

Not only music: Boris Funovich, who 
performs a magic and juggling act near the 
west entrance of Faniuel Hall, has performed 
on the street since 1974, for a second source 
of income. Funovich said he once performed 
in the NECC student center in Haverhill 
during the mid-1980s. 

“The secret to generating a good-size 
audience is to charm the crowd and win them 
over,” Funovich said. “The summer is my 
best season.” 

Funovich said street performing is very 
competitive, with performers usually fighting 
over public spots that would give them the 
best exposure. He also voiced his annoyance 
with the group New York City-Flow Com- 
mittee for trying to muscle in on his turf. 

“Performers who perform outside at 
Fanieul Hall must receive permission from 
the Hall’s management, but free-lancers like 
them (New York City-Flow Committee) have 
no permission from the management and no 
regard for other performers.” 

Even with all the competition, Funovich 
draws large crowds, dazzling them with magic 
acts, juggling on a unicycle while using all the 
charm and humor of a comedian as he per- 
forms. 

Funovich declined to comment on how 
much money he makes performing, but judg- 
ing by the large crowds he attracts, it would 
leave one to assume he does pretty well for 
himself. 

All over the city: From Boston Common 
to Downtown Crossing and all the way to 
Fanieul Hall, Boston’s street performers cre- 
ate a circus-like atmosphere for the public’s 


Now, towns and cities, particularly Boston, 
are eying the river as a water source. 

“Tt’s almost ironic,” Diers said. “It is the 
cleanliness of the river that is its biggest 
threat.” 

Large corporations that discharge chemi- 
cal waste into the Merrimack have permits to 
do so. The Environmental Protection Agency 
confirms that these chemicals are safe chemi- 
cals, meaning there is enough water in the 
Merrimack to dilute them. Industries now tap 
into the watershed, along with communities 
who tap into the watershed directly or indi- 
rectly for drinking and ski resorts who use the 
water for snow-making. These three main 
users are threatening the amount of water in 
the river. 
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enjoyment, making every street corner an 
individual circus ring. Boston can be an excit- 
ing place if one opens their eyes and sees the 
magic all around them. Where else can you 
enjoy live, outdoor entertainment, while hav- 
ing your picture taken with a Ben Franklin 
look-alike who haunts the area, greeting visi- 
tors. 

Aside from the street performances, one 
can enjoy shopping or eating in Fanieul Hall’s 
numerous shops and eateries. Or one can take 
a tour of Faniuel Hall’s numerous shops and 


“The less amount of water available for 
diluting, the more the river becomes pol- 
luted, bringing us back to where we were 20 
years ago,” Diers said. 

Not quite perfect: Still, other issues lin- 
ger. Lawrence Eagle Tribune reporter Beth 
Quimby wrote a couple of stories based on 
the fact that we now had a new, cleaner 
Merrimack River. In one of her stories, she 
brings up the fact that raw sewage is still being 
dumped into the river, but this is not done 
intentionally. Every time a storm hits, many 
towns face the problem of combined sewage 
overflow. 

There should be two systems for sewage in 
each city, Diers said. One system should take 
away the run-off (water from the streets) 


Bean-town bustle 


J. Murphy photos 
MELODIOUS MINSTRELS line busy 
Boston streets, entertaining passersby. 


eateries. Or one can take a tour of the histori- 
cal Back Bay on the Red Beantown Trolley, 
which takes visitors to see many of Boston’s 
feature attractions like The Paul Revere House 
and The Old North Church. 

NECC students can borrow free passes to — 
the New England Aquarium and The Boston 
Museum of Science. The passes, good for up 
to four guests each, are available at Bentley 
Library. For Boston Trolley and tour infor- 
mation, call Beantown Trolleys/Brush Hill 
Tours at (617) 236-2148. 


problem 


while the other takes away the sewage. In 
many older towns, the two systems are com- 
bined. Along with increasing development 
comes a great deal of pavement. When the 
watershed is faced with heavy precipitation, 
rather than it being absorbed by the ground, 
it hits the pavement and is rushed into the 
sewage facility. The amount of water is too 
overwhelming, so the overflow causes raw 
sewage to pour into the Merrimack. 


“That’s probably one of the current prob- 
lems that probably is the easiest to solve,” he 
said. “It just takes money. It’s one of the last 
remaining easy problems to solve. Another 
billion dollars and we would have that one 
fixed.” 
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SHERMAN. 


D|ajo}w 
Siw 


ite 


FILLMORE, I'VE BEEN THINKING 
ABOUT WHAT'S GOING 70 HAPFEN 
WHEN THEY DROP THE BG ONG 
ON US AND THE WHOLE LAGOON 
VAPORIZES IN ONE FIG MUSHROOM 


IM 80 SCARED LM 
TREMBLING ALL OVER, 
AND T'VE GOT THb BIG 
LUMP IN MY THROAT LIKE... 


THE CLOSE-UP 
WASN'T 


Bookstore 
NECEBBARY. 


aN 134 Newton Rd. 
\'y (Route 108), Plaistow 


(603) 382-5506 


New and used 
paper back books. 


\ Hours: 
Mon. thru Wed. 10 AM -6 PM 
Thur. & Fri. 10 AM -9 PM 
oS. Saturday 10 AM -6 PM 
Sunday 11 AM -5 PM 


SHERM, T'VE 
GOT If! I KNOW) 
HOW WE CAN 
SAVE THE LAGOON. 


YOU MEAN WITH DNA! IF I ) KIDS. THEY'RE 
PREVENT THE ISOLATE THE KIGHT |90 CUTE AT 
NUCLEAR DNA AND REPLICATE | THIS AGE- 
BLAST? HOW? IT WITH MY LAB KIT, 

1 CAN CRERTE SOME- 

THING THAT MIGHT 

510? THE BOMB! 


“\), 
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SELF DEFENSE CENTERS 
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Men, 
$99,°° Women $99, °° 
& Children 
Classes Available 


on top of alt the 


L've oot amy 

= Some efems Xo 
srudy Sor, Y cave 
Wak until winter 


have & nice,guiert 
ittle breakdown 


¢ For 2 months of lessons 
¢ Free uniform 
¢ Free lifetime registration 


Morning, Afternoon & 
Evening classes available 
Limited space, sign up now ! 

Cedar Brook Plaza, 


Plaistow 


(603) 382-1150 


THE NEWSDAY CROSSWORD 


Edited by Stanley Newman 
POST TIME: Covering the turf 
by Randolph Ross 


15 Choir member 

16 World's largest 
peninsula 

17 Not as shiny 

18 Can't stand 

24 Five kings of Norway 

28 Society neophyte 

29 Singing the blues 

32 High degree 

33 Forecaster's letters 


ACROSS 
1 Jordan's capital 
6 Economist Smith 

10 Attacks 

16 Contribute (to) 

19 Nary a soul 

20 Tiny bit 

21 Chant 

22 Wish undone 

23 Black stallions? 

25 __ Me (Morgan 
Freeman film) 

26 Hgt. 

27 Army's home 

28 Regular bar order? 

30 Pastures 

31 “__ Got Fun?” 

35 Banks and Bilko 

36 Pres. or CEO 

37 Diving? 

42 Rodgers’ collaborator 

43 “Give___ day..." 

44 Frederick the Great's 
domain 

47 Frosty coatings 

51 Having a grandma 
from Warsaw? 

55 Jeopardy! fare 

58 Greek letters 

60 Leo G. Carroll role 

61 Feeling sore 

62 __ del Fuego 


80 Breakfast fiber 
81 Glee 
83 Young girls' dashes? 
87 Chilicon __ 
88 Indigenous 
89 Understands the joke 
94 Purim's month 
97 Lumbar exercise? 
99 Cardinal insignia 
102 Picasso's daughter 
105 Francis or Chung 
106 Spread in a tub 
107 Matte or glossy? 
112 Treat 
114 Massachusetts state 
tree 
115 Wild ravings 
116 Bonehead's bed linens? 
119 Singer Peeples 
120 Henry Clay, for one 
121 Qum’s country 
122 “... of the Queen's _" 
123 __es Salaam 
124 Mend moccasins 


34 Director Craven 

37 Yorkshire river 

38 Musical work 

39 Southern 
constellation 

40 Capek drama 

41 “Spring forward” 
period: Abbr. 

45 Ready to go 

46 O. Henry specialty 

47 City near Amsterdam 

48 __ lifetime (rarely) 

49 Former African 
kingdom 

50 Amtrak is one: Abbr. 

51 Penn pals 

52 Alfresco 

53 Share with 

54 Author Caldwell 

56 AAA suggestion 

57 Birds do it 

58 Accurately thrown 


* Developing supplies = 
¢ B+W film 
e B+W paper _— 

* Developingtanks _ 


125 Await settlement 
126 Lulus 


* Special low NECC 
student prices 


DOWN 116 


1 One __ (everybody) 
2 Complained 

3 Pestle’s partner 

4 Egyptian crosses 


121 
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23 | 24 125 126 


For all your photo needs: 
Instant passport photos 
Frames 

Enlargements 


Same day developing 


200 Main St., Haverhill 
372-3280 


64 Big bird 

67 Natasha's negatives 

68 Stephen of The Crying 
Game 


69 Bowling Green bowler? 


72 Beat ending 

73 Singer Ronstadt 
75 “Wow!” 

76 Come out 

77 “The __ Love” 
78 Complete 


5 Radar's favorite soda 
6 Berlin event of '48 
7 Peruvian pair 
8 Munched on 
9 Bell and Kettle 
10 Arizona river 
11 “Dedicated to the __ 
Love” 
12 Latin list ender 
13 Toshiba rival 
14 Battery terminal 


59 Parabolic path 

63 French season 

64 Genesis site 

65 Malde__ 

66 Push for 

69 Little Mouseketeer 

70 Singer Sumac 

71 Barbara__ Geddes 

74 French philosopher 
and author 

77 NYC subway agcy. 


79 Tackle's teammate 
80 Call's partner 

82 Pituitary hormone 
84 Soldier in gray 

85 “Today!___ man!” 
86 Clinton, to the DOD 
89 Sporty car’s initials 
90 Fish-eating flier 


93 Bakery personnel 
94 Tack on 
95 Showy flower 
96 Sandy or Roberto of 
baseball 
98 PTA's concern 
99 Record holder 
100 Perfume-sample vial 


91 Count on your fingers? 101 Red-ink entries 


92 Allowance 


103 Power source 


104 Blazing 

106 Bounding main 

108 Some nest eggs 

109 Post-WWII alliance 
110 Sect’s symbol 

111 Bone-dry 

113 Reaction to bad news 


© 116 Short swim 


117 Silver source 
118 Sourdough's gear 
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Joining forces 


S. Emerson photo 


WES STUDI as Geronimo and Jason Patric as U.S. Cavalry Lt. Charles Gatewood take on the bad guys in a new release from Columbia Pictures. 


‘Geronimo: not a pretty picture 


Politically correct bash Western expansionism, produce lame movie 


By STEVE LACHANCE 
Observer Staff Reporter 


eronimo! Columbia Pictures takes a big plunge 
G with this flop. Fortunately for the movie company, 

however, the landing is likely to be padded by scores 
of “politically correct” who will flock to this movie. 

Those who seek an accurate rendition of the injustice done 
to Indians (beg pardon - Native Americans) will be delighted. 
There are plenty of scenes of cruelty and betrayal by the evil 
“White-eye.” Those who wish to see a cohesive movie with 
direction and drive will be sorely disappointed. Also lacking 
are believable characters, attractive photography, and inter- 
esting writing. 

The movie begins with Lt. Charles Gatewood (Jason 
Patric), on his way west to accept the surrender of Geronimo 
(Wes Studi), who had promised to turn himself in, The army 
had captured and relocated almost all of the Chiricahua 
(Cherk’ a hawa) Apache. Geronimo agreed to surrender if 
granted a period of freedom. 

As Gatewood arrives at an Army camp, a narrator — Lt. 
Britton Davis (Matt Damon) — describes him as a brusque but 
formally polite, army man. One cannot tell what script he is 
reading. In this one, Lt. Gatewood is a meatball. Both Davis 
and his mentor Gatewood are such soft-spoken, pretty-boy 
types it is impossible to relate to them as war men in the 
untamed West. 

Chameleon: The only believable character is Geronimo. 
He is introduced as a hardened but noble warrior. He keeps 
his promise to surrender, yet his slate face is venomous and 
ready to spit. He too suffers from moments of sensitivity, 
however, induced by the pervasive “new-age” atmosphere. 

Shortly after Gatewood rounds up Geronimo, a band of 
local ruffians attempts to get revenge on the killer. Geronimo 
and Gatewood find themselves together on a hill with the 
bloodthirsty crowd approaching. Their time together results 
in the trade of personal items and a deep “bonding.” It is truly 
surprising they didn’t hug. 

Fine acting by Robert Duvall (as Al Sieber) can’t help his 
sickeningly cliched character. Sieber is an experienced fron- 
tiersman and Indian tracker who has survived being shot some 
17 times. He, alone among his outnumbered group, dies in a 
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Giddyup 
S. Emerson photo 


LEGENDARY APACHE Indian, Geronimo. 
barroom fight. Ironically (read: tritely), he was defending the 
group’s Native American scout. 

An Native American “seer’s” prophecy of a train running 
across the land is the most arresting scene in the movie. The 
camera pulls back, showing the vast expanse as he screams to 
his mountain-dwelling companions of a “metal horse” com- 
ing after them. 

This is instantly followed by a close-up of a man’s hands 
rolling a cigarette. A cigarette that is smoked deeply. Go 


figure. 

Not bad: When Geronimo is brought back to his “relo- 
cated” people, it is clear the farming reservation is too small 
for him. Black and white flashbacks of running free and 
fighting, hint that his escape is imminent. Upon a visit from 
Gatewood he remarks, “Some people are good farmers, 
others do not like it here. 1am nota good farmer.” This is one 
of the few attempts at creativity which didn’t fall flat. 

One of the two jokes in the movie is unbelievably ill-timed. 
The camera pans slowly, over a group of slaughtered Native 
American, graphically showing the carnage. Sicber explains 
why the scalps of men, women and even children were 
valuable. He then says “This must have been done by Texans, 
the lowest type of white-men there is.” 

Unlike other films like A River Runs Through It that use 
narration to supplement the story line, this film relies heavily 
on it. Thus, the movie is told and not shown. Only once, 
toward the end, is the narration effective. The voice bemoans 
the tragedy of Native Americans losing their land, their 
heritage and their future. A “metal horse” trudges across the 
virgin landscape on a fresh track of railroad. It emits a steady 
cloud of thick, black smoke. 

Photographically, the film fails miserably. A horse-drawn 
carriage is beautifully illuminated as it pulls up in front ofa hut. 
The problem is, this intense light comes, impossibly, from 
somewhere under the ground. 

Tabloid effects: At least 50 percent of the guns fire not 
only bullets but “magic” strobes. During battle, the screen is 
peppered with 1,000th-of-a-second blasts of white light. 
Thus, the fighting scenes do not resemble war so much as a 
pack of photographers getting night shots of a world-famous 
recluse. 

The images of the wide-open landscape with huge, jutting 
rock formations, and overwhelming sky suffer grievously from 
the constant use of orange and yellow filters. Used occasion- 
ally, such a technique may work; however, so much of the 
movie is filmed this way, it causes great pain to the eyes. 

It is also a depressing comment on society that the motion 
picture industry thinks it can and must “liven” up the western 
landscape. Those who care to learn more about Native 
Americans and the injustices they have suffered would be 
much better off reading a book. 


Go from being a bored member of your company 
to being a board member of your company. 


A DEGREE FROM New HAMPSHIRE COLLEGE WILL PROMOTE RENEWED INTEREST IN YOUR CAREER, 
AND OUR ASSOCIATE’S, BACHELOR'S, AND MASTER’S DEGREE PROGRAMS WILL SUPPLY YOU WITH 


THE SKILLS TO REACH A MORE COMFORTABLE POSITION. SO CALL THE SALEM CENTER 
Topay AT (603) 893-9600, AND WE'LL HELP YOU GET ON BOARD. 


NEXT TERM BEGINS JANUARY 10, 1994 


It’s Where You’re Going That Counts 


Savem CENTER = 19-A KEEWAYDIN Drive » SALEM, NH 03079 = (603) 893-9600 
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